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How We Got Here 
·Ȱ.Ï ÂÁÄ ÒÏÁÄÓȱ 

·Most efficient way to move in 
and out of cities 

·Often shoehorned in between 
water and downtown 



The Case for Removal 
·Major catalyst for 

development 

·Rare to free up large spaces of 
land in downtown areas 

·Freeways act as a barrier 



But Where Do the Cars Go? 
·Assumption: Losing major automobile infrastructure 

will cause bottlenecks elsewhere 

·Reality: Reduction of capacity reduces number of trips 
made, and traffic is easily absorbed by other streets 



Returning to the Water 
·City edges often the last 

place remaining for 
development 

·Demise of industry and 
shipping leaves an 
opportunity  

·Waterfront parks are a 
major image booster 

·People want parks 



Two Birds With One Stone 
Losing infrastructure is more palatable when it is 

immediately replaced 





·In 1974, carried 25,000 
vehicle trips per day 

·Was projected by state 
highways engineers to 
carry 90,000 trips per 
day by 1990 

·1968-Proposal to widen 
and realign the freeway 
 

Harbor Drive: The Facts 



¢ƘŜ wƛǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ IƛƎƘǿŀȅǎΧ 



ΧAnd Decline of Downtown 
·Between 1940 ɀ 1970 there 

was 56% decrease in 
downtown housing units  

·Decrease in public transit 

·Trolleys, trams and 
streetcars 

·First suburban mall 
opened in 1960 

·Low air quality and high 
pollution  

 



Opposition to Harbor Drive Expansion 
·Governor Tom McCall 

created a task force to find 
alternatives to the proposed 
expansion 

· 3 Alternatives: 

· Cut and cover 

· Widen and align (as 
recommended by DOT) 

· Relocate to Front Ave 
and widen 

·Role of the public 

·Reevaluation 

 

 
 

Gov. Tom McCall loved parks 



Success of the Removal of Harbor Drive 

·Minimal traffic impacts  

·Key measures 
·Use of downtown grid 
· Converted to one-way 

network, coordinated signal 
lights to accommodate traffic 
flow 

· Reduced speed limits to be 
more pedestrian friendly  

·Alternate route for 
through traffic (I -405) 

·Overall growing support 
for transit and ped/bike  



Tom McCall Waterfront Park  

·37 Acres 
completed in 
1978, only direct 
access to the river 

·Multiple 
expansions  

·Redesigning 
boulevard to be 
more pedestrian 
friendly  

 



Creating a New Portland 

· 1980: Portland implemented a 
new Comprehensive Land Use 
Plan, which established an urban 
growth boundary, and supported 
further pedestrian and transit 
development 

· Overall reinvestment in 
waterfront and downtown areas 
w/mixed use and residential units 

1974: the city rejected a proposal to build another 
freeway, called the Mt. Hood Freeway.  
Instead, the city used the federal funding to build a 
downtown transit mall, the Eastside Light Rail, and 
other transit projects.  


