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Objective 

 

To create a regenerative 
urban design plan for an 
underutilized portion of 
the Raritan Borough 
waterfront encompassing 
the ¾ -mile long Orlando 
Drive corridor 



Study Area 



Study Area 





Current Assets 

ÅAccess to Raritan River 

ÅProximity to  
Somerset Street 

ÅApproximately 25,000 
daily vehicles passing by 
on Route 206 

ÅDistinctive historic 
architecture 

ÅAccess to Duke Farms 

 



Current Assets 

Duke Farms Filter House 

Nevius Street Bridge 



Current Liabilities 

ÅSubject to severe flooding 

ÅUnderutilization 
of land 

ÅDerelict uses 

ÅPoor street design 

ÅUnattractive 
overall image 



Current Liabilities 

Orlando Drive and Canal Street Separation 

Orlando Drive Streetscape 



Current Liabilities 

View Down Loomis Street 

River Park at Raritan Detention Basin 



Floodplain 

ÅMajority of study 
area is in FEMA 
floodplain 

ÅMost work must 
be contained 
within existing 
building 
footprints  

 

Source: CMX, September 2009  



Future Assets 

ÅRaritan River  
Greenway 

ÅDuke Farms  
public opening 

ÅSomerville landfill 
redevelopment 

ÅNevius Street 
dam removal 



2009 Vision Plan 

ñOrlando Drive in 2020 is a 
vibrant, pedestrian-oriented 
place where people shop and 
dine in town and stroll along 
the Raritan Riverò 



Studio Vision 





Vision ï West End 


